


4.1 God as the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe 

Newton’s conception of God began with the idea of divine creation. He believed that the 

universe was the product of an intelligent, purposeful act of creation by a supreme being. For 

Newton, the complexity and order of the natural world provided compelling evidence of a 

rational designer. In the General Scholium of his Principia Mathematica, Newton explicitly 

connects his scientific work with his belief in a divine creator: 

"This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets could only proceed from the counsel 

and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being." 

Newton saw the laws of motion and universal gravitation as expressions of God’s wisdom and 

power. The regularity of the planetary orbits, the motion of the stars, and the behavior of 

physical objects on Earth all reflected the order that God had established in the universe. In this 

sense, God was not only the creator but also the sustainer of the natural order. Newton believed 

that God continuously maintained the stability of the universe, preventing it from descending 

into chaos. 

This view of God as both creator and sustainer was closely connected to Newton’s understanding 

of the laws of nature. He saw the laws he discovered as divine laws, reflecting the rationality and 

consistency of God’s governance of the world. Unlike a deistic view, which suggests that God 

created the world and then left it to operate according to natural laws, Newton’s theism posited 

an active, ongoing role for God in the universe. 

4.2 The Sensorium of God: Space, Time, and Divine Presence 

One of the most distinctive aspects of Newton’s philosophy was his understanding of space and 

time as reflections of God’s presence in the world. Newton’s concept of absolute space and time, 

which we explored in a previous chapter, was deeply intertwined with his theology. He viewed 

space and time as the “sensorium” of God—the means by which God perceives and acts within 

the universe. 

Newton described this idea in his Principia: 

"God is eternal and infinite, omnipotent and omniscient; that is, his duration reaches from 

eternity to eternity, his presence from infinity to infinity. He is not eternity and infinity, but 

eternal and infinite; he is not duration or space, but he endures and is present." 

In this view, space and time are not independent entities but expressions of God’s omnipresence 

and omnipotence. Absolute space is the medium through which God is present everywhere, and 

absolute time reflects God’s eternal existence. Newton’s God is not confined to any particular 

location or moment in time but exists outside and beyond the physical universe, while also being 

intimately involved in every aspect of it. 

 



Philosophically, this idea of space and time as manifestations of divine presence allowed Newton 

to reconcile the apparent independence of physical laws with God’s ongoing activity in the 

world. While the laws of motion and gravity operate uniformly throughout space and time, it is 

ultimately God who ensures the stability and consistency of these laws. In this sense, Newton’s 

concept of absolute space and time reinforced his belief in an ordered, law-governed universe 

under divine control. 

4.3 Divine Intervention and the Limits of Mechanism 

Although Newton believed in a universe governed by consistent natural laws, he also maintained 

that God could intervene in the natural order when necessary. This idea distinguished Newton’s 

theism from the emerging mechanistic philosophy of his time, which held that the universe 

operated entirely according to deterministic, mechanical principles. 

Newton was critical of the idea that the universe could function entirely on its own, without 

divine guidance. He argued that the mechanical laws of nature, while powerful, were not 

sufficient to account for the continued stability of the cosmos. In his correspondence with the 

philosopher Samuel Clarke, who defended Newton’s views against Leibniz, Newton suggested 

that God’s intervention was sometimes required to maintain the proper functioning of the 

universe. 

One area where Newton saw the need for divine intervention was in the orbits of planets and 

comets. He believed that the gravitational forces between celestial bodies could, over long 

periods, cause small irregularities in their orbits that would eventually accumulate and 

destabilize the system. To prevent this, Newton argued that God occasionally intervened to 

correct these perturbations, ensuring the continued harmony of the cosmos. 

This idea of divine intervention did not contradict Newton’s belief in the consistency of natural 

laws; rather, it reflected his understanding of the limitations of mechanical explanations. While 

the laws of motion and gravity provided a comprehensive framework for understanding the 

natural world, Newton believed that God’s providence was still necessary to preserve the 

universe’s long-term stability. 

4.4 God and the Moral Order of the Universe 

In addition to his role in the physical universe, Newton believed that God governed the moral 

order of the world. Newton’s religious writings, which were extensive but largely unpublished 

during his lifetime, reveal a deep concern with the relationship between natural philosophy and 

theology. He believed that the study of nature should ultimately lead to a greater understanding 

of God’s moral and ethical will. 

Newton’s views on morality were rooted in his belief in divine justice. He saw God as the 

ultimate judge of human actions, and he believed that the laws of nature reflected not only 

physical but also moral order. In this sense, Newton’s philosophy was not purely mechanistic or 

deterministic; it incorporated a strong ethical dimension, grounded in his conviction that human 

beings were subject to divine law. 



Newton’s religious beliefs also influenced his view of history and prophecy. He devoted 

significant time to studying biblical texts, particularly the books of Daniel and Revelation, which 

he interpreted as prophecies of future events. Newton believed that human history was guided by 

God’s providence and that the ultimate destiny of the world would be revealed through the 

fulfillment of biblical prophecies. This belief in divine providence further shaped his 

understanding of the natural world as part of a larger, divinely orchestrated plan. 

4.5 Newton’s Critique of Atheism and Materialism 

Newton’s belief in God as the creator and governor of the universe led him to a strong critique of 

atheism and materialism. He viewed the order and complexity of the natural world as 

overwhelming evidence for the existence of a divine designer, and he was deeply opposed to any 

worldview that denied God’s role in the creation and maintenance of the universe. 

In his later writings, Newton expressed concern about the rise of atheistic philosophies, which he 

believed undermined the foundations of morality and social order. He argued that without belief 

in God, there could be no basis for moral responsibility or justice. For Newton, the existence of 

God was not only a scientific and philosophical necessity but also a moral imperative. 

Newton’s critique of materialism also extended to his opposition to the mechanistic views of 

philosophers like Thomas Hobbes, who saw the universe as a purely material, self-operating 

machine. While Newton embraced the mechanistic aspects of natural philosophy, he insisted that 

these mechanisms could not fully explain the complexity and order of the universe. In his view, 

the material world required a non-material cause—namely, God—to explain its existence and 

operation. 

4.6 The Philosophical Legacy of Newton’s Theology 

Newton’s integration of God into his scientific worldview had a lasting impact on both science 

and philosophy. His belief in a law-governed universe, created and sustained by a rational God, 

helped shape the intellectual climate of the Enlightenment, which emphasized reason, order, and 

the search for universal principles. At the same time, his insistence on divine intervention and the 

limits of mechanical explanation left room for a more complex, theistic view of nature. 

In the centuries following Newton’s death, his theological ideas would be both embraced and 

challenged. Some philosophers and scientists, inspired by Newton’s work, sought to develop a 

purely mechanical, deterministic view of the universe, independent of divine intervention. 

Others, however, continued to argue that Newton’s conception of a universe governed by God 

remained essential to a full understanding of nature. 

For Isaac Newton, God was not only the creator of the universe but also its ongoing sustainer and 

moral governor. His belief in an orderly, law-governed cosmos was rooted in his conviction that 

God’s wisdom and power were manifest in the natural world. Newton’s theology shaped his 

scientific work, providing a framework for understanding the laws of motion and universal 

gravitation, while also leaving room for divine intervention and the moral order of the universe. 



His philosophy of nature, deeply intertwined with his religious beliefs, remains one of the most 

influential and enduring legacies in both science and theology. 

Chapter 5: The Method of Scientific Inquiry 

Newton’s methodological approach to science emphasized the importance of observation, 

experimentation, and mathematical reasoning. His Principia Mathematica stands as a testament 

to his belief that nature could be understood through precise mathematical relationships.This 

chapter will delve into Newton’s scientific method, particularly his use of induction and 

deduction. We will also discuss his famous dictum, “Hypotheses non fingo” (I frame no 

hypotheses), and what it reveals about his philosophical stance on scientific inquiry. 

Isaac Newton is often regarded as one of the greatest scientific minds in history, not only for the 

revolutionary content of his discoveries but also for the methodical approach he developed for 

studying the natural world. His method of scientific inquiry, as laid out in his Principia 

Mathematica and other works, became a foundational model for subsequent generations of 

scientists and philosophers. Newton’s approach emphasized observation, experimentation, 

mathematical reasoning, and a cautious, systematic method for drawing conclusions about the 

physical universe. This chapter explores the principles of Newton’s scientific method and its 

lasting influence on the development of modern science. 

5.1 Empiricism and the Role of Observation 

At the core of Newton’s scientific method was a strong commitment to empiricism—the idea 

that knowledge of the natural world must be grounded in observation and experience. Unlike 

speculative philosophy, which often relied on abstract reasoning and hypothetical models, 

Newton insisted that scientific theories should be based on empirical evidence gathered through 

careful observation and experimentation. 

In the Principia, Newton emphasized the importance of basing scientific theories on phenomena 

that could be directly observed. He wrote: 

"In experimental philosophy, propositions gathered from phenomena by induction are to be held 

as true either exactly or very nearly true notwithstanding any contrary hypotheses, until other 

phenomena make such propositions either more accurate or liable to exceptions." 

This emphasis on observation as the foundation of scientific knowledge was one of Newton’s 

key contributions to the philosophy of science. He believed that the task of science was to 

describe the behavior of natural phenomena as accurately as possible, rather than speculating 

about unobservable causes or essences. This empirical approach allowed Newton to develop 

precise mathematical descriptions of natural laws, such as the laws of motion and universal 

gravitation, which could be tested and confirmed through observation. 

 

 



5.2 The Use of Experimentation 

Closely related to Newton’s empiricism was his reliance on experimentation as a tool for testing 

scientific hypotheses. Newton’s famous experiments with light and optics, which led to his 

theory of the composition of white light, exemplified his method of using controlled experiments 

to uncover the hidden principles governing natural phenomena. 

In his Opticks, Newton described a series of experiments in which he passed light through a 

prism to study how it refracted and dispersed into different colors. Through these experiments, 

Newton demonstrated that white light is composed of a mixture of all the colors of the visible 

spectrum, overturning previous theories that light was a simple, homogeneous substance. 

Newton’s careful experimentation allowed him to make groundbreaking discoveries about the 

nature of light and color, while also providing a model for how scientific inquiry should proceed. 

Newton’s approach to experimentation was characterized by precision and rigor. He 

meticulously designed experiments to isolate specific variables and eliminate confounding 

factors, ensuring that his results could be reliably reproduced. This methodological rigor became 

a hallmark of Newtonian science and set a standard for future scientific investigations. 

5.3 The Role of Mathematics in Newton’s Method 

One of the most important aspects of Newton’s scientific method was his use of mathematics as 

a tool for understanding the natural world. Newton believed that the laws governing physical 

phenomena could be expressed mathematically, allowing for precise predictions and 

explanations. In the Principia, Newton famously formulated his laws of motion and universal 

gravitation in mathematical terms, providing a comprehensive framework for understanding the 

behavior of objects in motion. 

Mathematics, for Newton, was not merely a tool for calculation; it was the language of nature 

itself. He believed that the natural world operated according to fixed, mathematical principles, 

and that these principles could be discovered through careful study and reasoning. In the 

introduction to the Principia, Newton wrote: 

"The description of right lines and circles, upon which geometry is founded, belongs to 

mechanics. Geometry does not teach us to draw these lines, but requires them to be drawn." 

This statement highlights Newton’s belief that mathematical laws were inherent in the structure 

of the physical universe. For Newton, the task of science was to uncover these mathematical 

relationships and use them to describe and predict natural phenomena. 

The integration of mathematics into the scientific method was one of Newton’s most enduring 

contributions to the philosophy of science. His use of mathematical reasoning allowed him to 

derive universal laws that applied to a wide range of physical phenomena, from the motion of 

planets to the behavior of falling objects on Earth. This mathematization of nature became a 

defining feature of modern science and remains central to scientific inquiry today. 



5.4 Induction and the Problem of Hypotheses 

Newton’s method of scientific inquiry relied heavily on inductive reasoning, a process by which 

general principles are derived from specific observations. In contrast to deductive reasoning, 

which begins with general principles and applies them to specific cases, induction works by 

gathering empirical data and using it to formulate general laws. 

In the Principia, Newton described the process of induction as the basis for scientific knowledge: 

"We are to admit no more causes of natural things than such as are both true and sufficient to 

explain their appearances." 

This principle, known as Occam’s razor, suggests that scientists should seek the simplest 

possible explanations for natural phenomena, avoiding unnecessary speculation or the 

multiplication of causes. For Newton, induction was the proper method for discovering these 

simple, true causes, as it allowed scientists to move from observable phenomena to the 

underlying laws that governed them. 

Despite his reliance on induction, Newton was also cautious about the limits of scientific 

knowledge. He famously declared, “Hypotheses non fingo” (I frame no hypotheses), signaling 

his reluctance to speculate about unobservable causes that could not be directly tested through 

empirical means. Newton believed that science should limit itself to describing the observable 

regularities in nature, rather than making speculative claims about the ultimate causes of these 

regularities.This cautious approach to hypotheses distinguished Newton’s scientific method from 

earlier speculative philosophies, which often relied on untestable assumptions about the nature of 

reality. By focusing on observable phenomena and avoiding speculative hypotheses, Newton 

helped establish a more rigorous, empirically grounded method of scientific inquiry. 

5.5 The Influence of Newton’s Method on Modern Science 

Newton’s method of scientific inquiry had a profound impact on the development of modern 

science. His emphasis on empiricism, experimentation, mathematical reasoning, and inductive 

logic became the foundation for the scientific method as we know it today. Subsequent scientists, 

including figures like James Clerk Maxwell and Albert Einstein, built upon Newton’s approach, 

using it as a model for their own investigations. 

One of the key legacies of Newton’s method is its insistence on the testability of scientific 

theories. Newton’s approach to science emphasized the importance of formulating theories that 

could be confirmed or falsified through observation and experiment. This focus on testability 

remains a central principle of the scientific method, ensuring that scientific knowledge is always 

subject to revision in light of new evidence.In addition to its influence on science, Newton’s 

method had important philosophical implications. It contributed to the development of 

empiricism as a dominant epistemological framework, shaping the work of philosophers like 

John Locke and David Hume. Newton’s insistence on grounding knowledge in experience and 

observation became a cornerstone of the Enlightenment’s intellectual revolution, promoting the 

idea that human reason and scientific inquiry could uncover the truths of the natural world. 



Isaac Newton’s method of scientific inquiry revolutionized the study of the natural world and 

laid the foundations for modern science. His commitment to empiricism, experimentation, and 

mathematical reasoning transformed the way scientists approached the investigation of physical 

phenomena, emphasizing the importance of observation and the testability of scientific theories. 

Newton’s method, rooted in inductive logic and cautious hypothesis formation, provided a 

systematic framework for understanding the laws of nature, and its influence continues to shape 

scientific practice today. His legacy is not only his discoveries but also the rigorous, methodical 

approach to inquiry that remains a cornerstone of scientific investigation. 

Chapter 6: Newton’s Legacy in Philosophy and Science 

Newton’s impact on both science and philosophy was profound and long-lasting. His work laid 

the foundation for classical mechanics, influenced the Enlightenment, and shaped the 

development of modern scientific methodology. Philosophers such as Immanuel Kant were 

deeply influenced by Newton’s ideas, particularly his conception of space and time.This 

concluding chapter will review Newton’s lasting legacy, tracing how his philosophical ideas 

evolved and were challenged by later thinkers. The impact of his work on subsequent scientific 

revolutions, including the development of quantum mechanics and Einstein’s theory of relativity, 

will also be explored. 

Isaac Newton’s contributions to both philosophy and science have left an indelible mark on the 

intellectual landscape, shaping the course of modern thought in profound ways. While his 

groundbreaking discoveries in physics and mathematics are often at the forefront of discussions 

about his legacy, Newton’s influence extends far beyond these disciplines. His philosophical 

ideas, particularly concerning the nature of reality, the relationship between God and the natural 

world, and the role of empirical observation in knowledge, have had a lasting impact on the 

development of Western philosophy. Likewise, his methodical approach to scientific inquiry 

revolutionized the study of nature and laid the groundwork for modern science. In this chapter, 

we explore Newton’s lasting legacy in both philosophy and science, examining how his ideas 

have influenced subsequent generations and continue to resonate today. 

6.1 Newton’s Impact on the Philosophy of Science 

One of Newton’s most enduring contributions to philosophy is his influence on the philosophy of 

science. Newton’s insistence on empirical observation, mathematical reasoning, and the rejection 

of speculative hypotheses became central tenets of the scientific method. His approach to 

science, particularly as outlined in his Principia Mathematica and Opticks, established a 

framework for understanding the natural world that would dominate scientific thought for 

centuries.Newton’s emphasis on empiricism and induction laid the groundwork for later 

developments in the philosophy of science, particularly the work of philosophers like John 

Locke, David Hume, and Immanuel Kant. Locke, for example, adopted Newton’s empirical 

approach in his epistemology, arguing that all knowledge is ultimately derived from sensory 

experience. 



 Hume, building on Locke’s ideas, developed a skeptical philosophy that questioned the certainty 

of scientific knowledge, but he nevertheless accepted Newton’s methods as the most reliable way 

of gaining knowledge about the world. 

Immanuel Kant, who admired Newton’s achievements, was deeply influenced by his ideas in 

developing his own philosophy of science. Kant sought to reconcile Newtonian physics with his 

transcendental idealism, arguing that the laws of nature as described by Newton were not merely 

empirical observations but also a reflection of the inherent structures of human cognition. In this 

sense, Kant believed that Newton’s success in explaining the physical world revealed something 

about the nature of human reason itself. 

Newton’s method of combining empirical observation with mathematical precision also became 

a model for future scientific investigations. His approach influenced the development of the 

scientific method as it is practiced today, emphasizing the importance of formulating hypotheses 

that can be tested through observation and experiment. In this sense, Newton’s legacy in the 

philosophy of science is not only theoretical but also practical, as his methods continue to shape 

how scientists approach the study of nature. 

6.2 The Enlightenment and the Rise of Rationalism 

Newton’s influence extended beyond the realm of science, shaping the intellectual movement 

known as the Enlightenment. The Enlightenment was characterized by an emphasis on reason, 

individualism, and skepticism of traditional authority, and Newton’s work provided both a model 

and a justification for these ideals. 

Newton’s Principia Mathematica demonstrated that the universe operated according to rational, 

mathematical principles, which could be understood by human reason. This idea of a law-

governed universe, accessible through observation and mathematical analysis, resonated with 

Enlightenment thinkers who sought to apply similar principles to politics, ethics, and society. 

Newton’s work was often cited as evidence that reason could triumph over superstition and that 

the application of scientific methods could lead to progress in all areas of human life. 

Philosophers like Voltaire and Thomas Jefferson were deeply influenced by Newton’s ideas. 

Voltaire, one of the most prominent Enlightenment figures, admired Newton for his ability to 

uncover the laws governing the physical world, and he popularized Newton’s work in France. 

Jefferson, drawing on Newtonian principles, saw the laws of nature as providing a foundation for 

human rights and political freedom. In this sense, Newton’s scientific discoveries had broad 

implications for the development of Enlightenment political philosophy. 

Newton’s approach to natural philosophy also contributed to the rise of rationalism—the belief 

that reason is the primary source of knowledge and that the world can be understood through 

logical analysis and empirical investigation. While rationalism had its roots in earlier 

philosophical traditions, Newton’s success in explaining the physical world through reason and 

mathematics gave it new credibility and momentum.  



His work demonstrated that reason could provide answers to fundamental questions about the 

nature of reality, challenging traditional religious and metaphysical explanations. 

6.3 Newton’s Influence on Modern Physics 

Newton’s legacy in the field of physics is unparalleled. His laws of motion and universal 

gravitation became the foundation for classical mechanics, which dominated the study of physics 

for more than two centuries. The concepts introduced by Newton, including inertia, force, and 

momentum, provided a comprehensive framework for understanding the behavior of objects in 

motion, from everyday occurrences to the movements of celestial bodies. 

One of Newton’s most significant contributions to physics was his unification of the heavens and 

the Earth under the same set of physical laws. Prior to Newton, many believed that different rules 

governed celestial and terrestrial bodies. Newton’s law of universal gravitation, however, 

demonstrated that the same force that caused an apple to fall from a tree also governed the 

motion of planets and stars. This unification of the physical world was a monumental 

achievement, fundamentally changing how scientists understood the cosmos. 

Newton’s theories were so successful in explaining natural phenomena that they became the 

standard model for physics until the early 20th century. Even today, Newtonian mechanics 

remains a key component of physics education, and his equations continue to be used in many 

practical applications, such as engineering and space travel. 

While Newton’s framework was eventually superseded by the theories of relativity and quantum 

mechanics, his influence on modern physics remains profound. Albert Einstein, who developed 

the theory of general relativity, often acknowledged Newton’s contributions, referring to him as 

a giant on whose shoulders modern physicists stand. Einstein’s theory of gravitation, while 

different from Newton’s, was in many ways an extension of the principles Newton had laid 

down, particularly the idea of a law-governed, rational universe. 

6.4 Theological Legacy and the Relationship Between Science and Religion 

Newton’s philosophical and scientific work was deeply intertwined with his religious beliefs. He 

viewed the study of nature as a way to understand the mind of God, and he believed that the laws 

of nature were a reflection of divine wisdom. Newton’s conception of God as the creator and 

sustainer of the universe played a central role in his philosophy, influencing both his scientific 

inquiries and his metaphysical views. 

Newton’s theology was unconventional in many ways, particularly his rejection of the Trinity 

and his belief in a more rational, deistic conception of God. Nevertheless, his work had a 

significant impact on the relationship between science and religion, particularly during the 

Enlightenment.  

 



Newton’s success in explaining the natural world using scientific principles was often seen as 

supporting the idea that the universe was rationally ordered and governed by natural laws, which 

could be interpreted as evidence of a divine creator. 

At the same time, Newton’s work also contributed to the secularization of science. His method of 

avoiding speculative hypotheses and focusing on observable phenomena encouraged scientists to 

limit their investigations to the natural world, without making theological or metaphysical 

claims. This approach became central to the modern scientific method, which typically avoids 

questions about the existence or nature of God in favor of empirical explanations. 

6.5 Newton’s Legacy in the History of Ideas 

Isaac Newton’s influence on the history of ideas cannot be overstated. His work represented a 

turning point in the intellectual history of the West, marking the transition from medieval and 

Renaissance thought to the modern scientific worldview. Newton’s ideas about the natural world, 

the role of God, and the methods of scientific inquiry became foundational for the Enlightenment 

and the scientific revolution. 

Philosophically, Newton’s rejection of speculative metaphysics and his emphasis on empirical 

observation helped shape the development of empiricism, which became a dominant philosophy 

in the modern era. His approach also contributed to the rise of positivism—the idea that all 

meaningful knowledge must be derived from sensory experience and scientific investigation. 

This empirical, scientific worldview remains a cornerstone of contemporary thought, influencing 

not only science but also philosophy, politics, and culture. 

Isaac Newton’s legacy in philosophy and science is vast and multifaceted. His contributions to 

physics, mathematics, and the philosophy of science revolutionized our understanding of the 

natural world and established new standards for scientific inquiry. Newton’s influence extended 

beyond science, shaping the intellectual climate of the Enlightenment and contributing to the rise 

of rationalism, empiricism, and the secularization of knowledge. His work continues to inspire 

scientists and philosophers alike, serving as a model of intellectual rigor, empirical inquiry, and 

the power of reason to unlock the mysteries of the universe. 

Conclusion: Newton’s philosophy represents a turning point in human understanding of the 

natural world. By grounding his theories in observation and mathematical precision, he helped to 

transform science into a rigorous and systematic discipline. At the same time, his views on space, 

time, and God reveal the depth and complexity of his philosophical thought. 

This e-book seeks to provide readers with a comprehensive view of Newton’s philosophy, 

highlighting its significance for both science and philosophy. Through an exploration of his 

major works and ideas, we gain insight into the mind of a thinker who forever changed the way 

we understand the universe. 

 


